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lives of thousands of Jewish children enrolled in public schools and kiruv schools. Many are shomrei Torah and mitzvos today because of JEP. 
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“…According to the 

word of Hashem they 

would encamp and 

according to the word 

of Hashem they would 

journey.” 
 (Bamidbar 9:20) 

 
 

TRAVEL WITH HASHEM AND SEE THE WORLD! 
PARSHAS BEHA’ALOSCHA

The advertisement for the hotel was so exciting. I was looking forward to a long-awaited vacation, after having 

a very difficult year. When I arrived at the hotel, it looked nothing like the advertisement. The walls were 

cracking. Springs popped out from the furniture cushions. The shower had no hot water. The outdoor 

swimming pool was a garden of weeds. I couldn’t afford to lose my deposit. I was stuck. I stayed in those 

difficult conditions for 3 weeks! 

The following summer, I thoroughly and 

extensively researched a hotel before 

booking it. When I arrived, it was wonderful. 

The hotel was magnificent. I was treated like 

royalty. The rooms were beautiful and the 

beds were so comfortable. The hotel staff 

even left a tray of pastries in the room. There 

were two outdoor pools with clear and fresh 

water. There was an indoor pool, an exercise room, and an 

indoor basketball court. I was looking forward to three 

weeks of “heaven”. After enjoying the hotel stay for just 

one day, I got a phone call from home. There was a 

medical emergency and I had to leave immediately. 

This was the story of the Jews in the desert, on their way 

into the Land of Israel. They camped numerous times. 

Sometimes the resting place was very uncomfortable. Yet 

they had to stay. Sometimes they stayed for such a short 

time that they didn’t even have the time to unpack their 

belongings. Sometimes their encampment was beautiful. 

Weary, after a long journey, they encamped in a paradise. 

Yet, there were times that they stayed in such beautiful 

surroundings but had to leave after a brief rest. 

Although the travel seemed so difficult, each resting stop 

was restful and relaxing for the Jewish people. Nothing 

disturbed them because they “went with Hashem”. 

Hashem determined where they would rest and when they 

would go. “According to the 

word of Hashem they would 

encamp and according to 

the word of Hashem they would journey”. 

Since they traveled “with Hashem”, with 

emunah and bitachon; total faith and trust in 

Hashem, their travels were peaceful and 

restful.  

The Jews already had seen how much love Hashem had 

shown them and how He had taken care of them. They had 

witnessed how Hashem took them out of Egypt with great 

miracles, contrary to the laws of nature. They benefited 

when Hashem provided them in the desert with 

miraculous food that fell from the sky and with a well that 

provided water, daily, for all three million people and their 

animals too. They saw how Hashem protected them from 

the elements with Holy Clouds. Hashem leveled the ground 

so that wouldn’t need to climb hills or descend into steep 

valleys. They felt Hashem’s infinite love. They realized that 

everything that Hashem did came from His love for the 

Jewish People and was for their ultimate benefit, whether 

or not they understood it. 

Our forefather Avraham had an excruciating test, to 

sacrifice his beloved son to Hashem. Yet, the Alter of 

Slabodka says that Avraham was able to sleep peacefully 

the night before, because he had total faith in Hashem. 

Everyone has challenges in life. The more faith and trust we have in Hashem, the less stress we will feel.  

We will understand that Hashem has a master plan for everything that happens to us, and that it is all for our benefit. 

Based on a dvar Torah by Rabbi A. Henach Leibowitz zt”l, Rosh HaYeshiva of Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim 

Would you still like to receive these Divrei Torah during the summer while many of our distribution staff will be away? 

Text the word “PARSHA” to 22828 or email us at jepqueens@gmail.com to sign up. 

This week’s Dvar Torah was sponsored L’iluy Nishmas R’ Yisroel ben R’ Yaakov 

by Rabbi Yaakov Finestone 
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