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MEET THE MASTER PUPPETEER!

PARSHAS VAYIGASH

| just heard an interesting story from Rabbi Dovid Ashear. There were two neighbors. One was a gracious host, always

welcoming people into his home for a good meal. The other neighbor was a miser and did not give to anyone. A traveler
came to the city looking for a hot meal. He was given directions to the gracious host. By mistake he went to the miser’s
house. He knocked on the door, asking for a hot meal. The miser asked, “You want a hot meal? Come in. First do a few
chores for me. The miser instructed the visitor to do heavy work. He worked for a few hours. Afterwards, the miser asked,
“You want a hot meal? Go across the street”. The traveler was greeted warmly and was served a delicious, hot meal. He
was very upset at what the miser did to him and complained to the gracious host. The host told him. There you did work
for free and here you received a hot meal for free. In the house of the miser, you put in a lot of effort and received nothing.
In my house, you did not put in any effort yet received a great meal. That is how it is in life. Sometimes you put in a lot of
effort but Hashem does not give you what you want. Hashem has other thoughts in mind about what is best for you.
Sometimes, you put in no effort and Hashem gives you what you desire. We see that it is not the effort that produces
results. Rather it is all from Hashem.

”

“l am Yosef....”.
(Bereishis 45:3)

had no jurisdiction). The next day, King
Solomon again met the Angel of Death
who looked very happy. King Solomon

King Solomon said in  Mishlei
(Proverbs) that there is nothing a
person can do if it is against Hashem’s

“There are many
thoughts in a man’s
heart, but [only]
Hashem’s plan will
endure”. (Mishlei
19:21)

asked him why looked so happy. he
Angel of Death replied, Hashem had
decreed that he could only take the

will. If Hashem has a decree, neither a
person’s wisdom nor military might can
change that decree (Metzudat David,
Ibn Nachmiash). Even if a person

two souls of King Solomon’s officials if

prepares horses to escape a battle, he
will not be able to save himself if it was
not decreed by Hashem that he be saved (lbn Ezra).

[Obviously, many times, in response to sincere
prayer, Hashem will over-turn a decree, but that is
not always the case.]

There is a fascinating story in the Talmud (Succah
53A). King Solomon once met the Angel of Death
who looked very sad. When King Solomon asked him
why he was so sad, he replied that he was supposed
to take the souls of two of King Solomon’s
secretaries but was unable to because they never
left the king’s palace. When King Solomon heard
this, he wanted to save the lives of his secretaries.
He enlisted the help of demons to rush his two
officials to the city of Luz (where the Angel of Death

they were at the entrance to the city of
Luz, but he had no way of getting them

there. “You [King Solomon] sent them to the place
[Luz] where | could take them.” King Solomon had
attempted to save his officials. That was not
Hashem’s plan. Hashem had decreed that it was
time for these two officials to die. Not only did King
Solomon not save them, but he was instrumental in
bringing them to the one place where they were
destined to die.

Something similar occurred with Yosef and his
brothers. Yosef’s dreams inferred that his brothers
would bow down to him at some future point in
time. Yosef had also erroneously told their father,
Yaakov, that he saw the brothers do some sins. The
brothers convened a court, and the verdict was that
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Yosef was to be sentenced to death for attempting
to get Yaakov to curse the brothers. This would have
removed them from being part of Klal Yisroel. The

brothers had said,” Come let us kill him.... Then we

shall see what will be of his dreams.” (Bereishis
37:20) According to the Midrash Rabbah (84:14),
Hashem was the One who said, “Then we shall see

what will be of his dreams.” Hashem was saying that
the brothers’ intent was to kill him. However, that
intent would not succeed because Hashem’s intent
was that the dreams be fulfilled. Not only was the
brothers’ plan unsuccessful, but they were
instrumental in helping Hashem’s plan happen by
selling Yosef as a slave to a caravan headed to Egypt.
When Yosef eventually revealed his identity to his
brothers, he said, “I am Yosef”. When Yosef’s
brothers heard these three words, the events of the
past 22 years became clear to them. They realized
that Yosef’s dreams were

prophecy, and that Hashem was manipulating
events towards His ultimate goal of Yaakov and his

family going to Egypt.
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Rav Avraham Pam zt”l (in Rav Pam on the Chumash
by Rabbi Sholom Smith) gives a very powerful

illustration of this idea. Imagine an elderly parent
who became seriously ill. The children had to decide
the best course of treatment. They discussed the
options with medical professionals as well as among
themselves. They decided on a treatment, but it
failed, and the parent died. The children felt bad.
They may have thought they should have chosen the
other treatment or should have used a different
doctor. Rav Pam says that this response is totally
understandable but is incorrect. Hashem had
decided that it was the time for the parent to pass
on and NOTHING THEY WOULD HAVE DONE WOULD
HAVE PREVENTED IT! They should not feel guilty at
all because Hashem had a plan that could not be
overturned.

In the middle of a challenging situation, one must
try ones best to remove the challenge. After the
fact, if one is not successful, one must realize that
Hashem, in His loving-kindness, had a different
plan.

There are times that one’s prayers and extra mitzvos can overturn Hashem’s decree. There are other times, when one

can not change Hashem’s plan, no matter what one does. In fact, sometimes one’s actions may even have the opposite

result of what one had intended. One’s actions may even be the means through which Hashem brings about His plan,

contrary to what was hoped for. One should feel calm, without any guilt or frustration, even if the results are not what

was hoped for. Ultimately, Hashem will ensure that whatever He knows to be truly best, in the bigger picture, is what

happens.

JEP $25,000 Raffle

Help support our many kiruv programs!
Win great prizes!
Thank you!
Click on this link: JEPQueens.org/raffle

Sponsored In Memory of: Mindel Adina bat Natan Zvi; Shmuel ben Eliezer Lipa; Shirley Shaindel Yaffa bat Yehuda Shmuel; Hadassah bas Yaakov; Faiga bat Pinchas;

Yaakov ben Yeshayahu; Gershon ben Hillel; Gita bat Gershon; Rav Chaim Dov Weissmandl ben Rav Yoseph; Shraga Fayvel Leb ben Shmuel Abraham; Moshe ben Yitzchok;

Sarah Vital bas Avrohom Yitzchok; R’ Yisroel ben R' Yaakov, Zichronam Livracha.

Rabbi Yaakov Finestone is the director of JEP Queens. For almost 50 years JEP Queens has been in the forefront of kiruv. JEP has changed the lives of

thousands of Jewish children enrolled in public schools and kiruv schools. Many are shomrei Torah and mitzvos today because of JEP.
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