
 

THE WORLD EXISTS BECAUSE OF US! 
PARSHAS TAZRIA-METZORA

From the holiday of Pesach until Shavuos we learn one perek of Pirkei Avos. This week we learn the second 
perek. The theme of learning Torah is repeated numerous times in this perek. 

Hashem created us for the express purpose of learning Torah and doing mitzvos. 

Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai said, “If you have learned much Torah, do not take credit for it for you were 
created for this” (Pirkei Avos 2:9). 

 Rabbeinu Yonah explains that if 
a debtor repays his debt, we 
don’t credit him favorably for 
that. We expect him to repay his 
debt. This also applies to one 
who does mitzvos. He should not 
credit himself favorably for it, 
because that is why he was 
created. 
The Torah tells us (Bereishis 1:31), “Hashem saw 
all that He had made, and behold it was very good. 
It became evening and it became morning, the 
sixth day.”   וֹם קֶר יֶ֥ ַֽיְהִי־ב ֹ֖ רֶב ו   ַֽיְהִי־עֶֶ֥ יהַ ו   שִשִ  ”. The Talmud 
(Shabbos 88A) discusses this pasuk. Reish Lakish 
asked why the Torah writes a seemingly 
superfluous letter heh, the definite article, upon 
the completion of the 6th day of Creation. This 
letter does not appear on any of the other days. 
Reish Lakish said that it teaches that Hashem 
established a condition with the act of Creation. 
“If the Jewish People accept the Torah on the sixth 
day of Sivan, you will exist. If they do not accept it, 
I will return you to the primordial state of chaos 
and disorder.” The earth was afraid until the 
Jewish people accepted the Torah on the 6th of 
Sivan. 
Hillel said (Avos 2:5) that one should not say, 
“When I can free myself of my business 

(Bartenura) or other affairs, then 
I will be available to learn Torah”. 
One never knows if he will 
become available. Rabbeinu 
Yonah says that one never knows 
what the next day will bring as 
every day brings more tasks and 
more challenges. One should not 

assume that the next day will be easier for him to 
learn Torah. If one postpones learning Torah for a 
more opportune moment, when he is free from 
distractions, that moment may never come! 
Sadly, he may leave the world without having 
learned Torah! Rather, one should set a fixed 
time to learn Torah, despite the distractions 
that he may have. 
A student of the Chozeh of Lublin once spent 
Rosh Hashanah with him. While there, he 
davened that Hashem provide him with enough 
money for his needs so that he could learn Torah 
without pressures and distractions. The next day, 
the Chozeh told him that perhaps it was more 
pleasing to Hashem for him to overcome his 
challenges and learn Torah even under less than 
ideal conditions. He should learn despite the 
pressure of earning a living.  (Pirkei Avos Treasury 
by Rabbi Moshe Lieber) 
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Rabbi Tarfon says, “The day [i.e., life in this world] 
is short, and the labor is great [i.e., Torah study is 
endless] …” (Avos 2:15). 
 One should not waste a moment of the 
precious time that he has in this world. Life is a 
fleeting opportunity to gather the treasure of 
learning Torah and performing other mitzvos.  
Rabbeinu Yonah says a parable about this. A king 
said to his servant, "Count gold coins from now 
until tomorrow, and everything that you count will 
be yours." The servant will think, “How can I 
sleep? I will lose all those gold coins”. How can 
the servant sleep? He will want to maximize his 
time to count the coins. Similarly, we should 
maximize our time to learn Torah. Even our 
mundane actions such as sleeping and eating 
can be elevated to a holy level if our intention is to 
help us be strong to serve Hashem.  
King David once told Hashem, “Your statutes 
were as songs to me…” (Tehillim 119:54). King 
David compared Torah to beautiful music. What a  
 
 

 
 
seemingly beautiful praise to say. Rashi (Talmud 
Sotah 35A) explains that when King David was 
escaping from his enemies who were trying to kill 
him, he would find refuge and contentment by 
learning Torah like enjoying the sweetest music. 
Yet, King David was punished for comparing Torah 
to music (see the Gemorah). It was an 
inappropriate comparison. Listening to music is 
not a constant, whereas learning Torah requires 
constant involvement. Hashem said to him, 
“Matters of Torah are so difficult and demanding. 
If one’s eyes stray from the Torah even for a 
moment, he will forget it, and you call them 
songs?” 
When Hashem offered the Torah to the other 
nations of the world, they questioned Hashem 
about it. Clearly, they did not have faith in the 
beauty and importance of this gift. The Jewish 
People agreed to accept the Torah even before 
knowing what it required them to do. The Jewish 
People trusted that Hashem was offering them 
something special that would give their lives 
meaning. 

 

 Our learning Torah is the reason for our existence! It is the reason for the world’s existence!  

It will bring us happiness and fulfillment!  

Let us take advantage of this special gift and learn Hashem’s Torah at every opportunity. 

 

 

 

 

 
Rabbi Yaakov Finestone is the director of JEP Queens. For almost 50 years JEP Queens has been in the forefront of kiruv. JEP has changed the lives of 

thousands of Jewish children enrolled in public schools and kiruv schools. Many are shomrei Torah and mitzvos today because of JEP. 
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