
 

THE POWER OF 10! 
PARSHAS EMOR

Soviet and American leaders learned during the Cuban Missile Crisis of October 1962 that inadequate communication raised 
perilous risks and dangers in the nuclear age. The US–Soviet Hotline was created soon thereafter, in 1963, and has operated 
continuously ever since. It was intended to provide quick, reliable, confidential, ever-ready communication between heads of 
state in the event of crisis or war. All the President of the United States had to do was lift the receiver and he would have a direct 
line to speak to the Soviet Premier. 

HaRav Moshe Chayim Luzatto zt”l writes in 
his introduction to Mesilas Yesharim, The 
Path of the Just, that he did not write his sefer 
to teach something new. Rather, he wanted 
to remind people what they already knew but 
tended to forget. In a similar vein, I would like to discuss a 
known topic that is of utmost importance to review. 
We are privileged that we have a loving Hashem who is 
always available to listen to us, our needs, our worries, and 
our requests. Nothing is too trivial to ask from Hashem. We 
daven to Hashem every day and Hashem listens. We can lift 
our tefillos to an even higher level when we take advantage 
of the opportunity to join with a minyan, a quorum of 10 
males over the age of bar mitzvah, to daven to Hashem.  
The main aspect of davening with a minyan is to daven 
Shmone Esray together with the minyan. In a minyan, 
everyone’s tefillos join together into a stronger tefillah which 
has a greater impact.  When someone prays alone, his 
tefillah is examined scrupulously. Did he have a lack of 
focus or lack of concentration during tefillah? 
The Zohar (Bereishis 495A) says that when a congregation 
is davening together, Hashem does not inspect the quality 
of those tefillos or those people; Hashem does not examine 
their intentions or thoughts. Those tefillos are accepted 
immediately! Therefore, the pasuk concludes, “and He did 
not despise their prayer.” Even if there are those in the 
minyan who are unworthy of their prayers being accepted 
because of their wayward behavior, their tefillos are still 
accepted immediately and are not “despised.” (The Kalever 
Rebbe, Breslov.com) His prayers are joined with everyone 
else’s, and they form a crown for Hashem. 
The Chofetz Chaim zt”l discusses (sefer Nidchei Yisroel, 
chapter 5) the importance of davening with a minyan. One 
who does so, helps magnify Hashem’s honor even more 
than when he davens on his own, as a king is honored more 
when more of his subjects come to greet him. Additionally, 

there are some very great mitzvos that can 
only be done when davening with a minyan. 
These mitzvos are, the recitation of Barchu 
(Blessed is Hashem, who is blessed, for 
eternity), Amen Yehe Shmeh Rabba 

Mevarach l’olam ul’olmei olma’ya (may Hashem’s great 
name be blessed for eternity), and Kedusha (kadosh, 
kadosh, kadosh -Hashem is holy).  The Chofetz Chaim zt”l 
says that we can’t fathom how valuable the recitation of 
these 3 is to Hashem. They awaken Hashem’s love for us 
and help to hasten the final redemption!  
The Talmud (Yershalmi Brachos 7:3) says that we learn from 
a pasuk in our parsha (from a gezaras shava) that these 3 
prayers may only be recited with a minyan. The pasuk says 
“… I will be sanctified among Bnei Yisroel …” (Vayikra 
22:32). The Talmud quotes another pasuk (Bereishis 42:5), 
“The sons of Israel came to buy grain among those who 
came.” The “sons of Israel” refers to Yaakov’s 10 sons. So 
too, in the aforementioned pasuk it refers to 10 men. Thus, 
we learn that 10 men are required to recite these 3 holy 
prayers.  
The Talmud (Brachos 3A) shares a story in which the 
prophet Eliyahu said to Rabbi Yossi that any time that 
Hashem’s greatness is evoked, such as when Klal Yisroel 
enter a synagogue and declare Amen Yehe Shmeh Rabba 
Mevarach l’olam ul’olmei olma’ya, Hashem shakes His 
head and says, “Happy is the king who is thus praised in his 
house. How great is the pain of the father who exiled his 
children, and woe to the children who were exiled from their 
father’s table, as their pain only adds to that of their father.” 
Rokeach says that Hashem also says, “When will I gather 
my children from amongst the nations?” 
The Rama (Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 125:2) says that 
when saying kadosh, kadosh, kadosh, declaring Hashem’s 
holiness, one should lift his eyes up to the heavens and lift 
his body by the heels of his feet. While one is doing that, the  
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“… I will be sanctified 
among Bnei Yisroel …” 

(Vayikra 22:32) 
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Chofetz Chaim zt”l (Mishna Brura 5) says that Hashem 
says it gives Me the greatest pleasure. At that moment I, 
Hashem, hold on to my heavenly throne in the image of 
Yaakov. I hug it and kiss it, mention the merit of Klal Yisroel 
and hasten their redemption.” 
The Chofetz Chaim zt”l  (sefer Nidchei Yisroel) adds that if 
Klal Yisroel would repent at that moment, they would be 
redeemed immediately! 
The Talmud (Shabbos 119B) says that the reward for 
declaring  Amen Yehe Shmeh Rabba Mevarach l’olam 
ul’olmei olma’ya wholeheartedly, with all one’s might 
(Rashi says that it means with all one’s concentration), is 
that if a bad decree had been decreed in Heaven against 
him, it will be torn up.   
The Talmud (Chulin 91B) says that a few times every day, 
angels sing praise to Hashem. Some angels only recite a 
song of praise once a day while some angels recite a song 
of praise once a week. Other angels only recite a song of 
praise once a month while others recite a song of praise 
once a year. Others recite a song of praise once every seven  
 
 

 
years while others recite a song of praise only once every 50 
years! Others recite a song of praise only one time. 
Yet, we have the unique opportunity to sing praises to 
Hashem every single day! We can praise Hashem multiple 
times during the day!  Certainly, this is not an opportunity to 
waste. Since it is so powerful, the yetzer hara will try 
anything, any distraction to cause us to miss saying these 
praises of divrei kedusha. However, the yetzer hara tries to 
urge us to talk to our friend during those times, to 
deprive us of this very special merit.  
Tanna d’vei Eliyahu says that after a person’s lifetime, it will 
be so embarrassing when a person sees about 5 billion 
angels declaring Hashem’s holiness and praising Hashem a 
number of times daily, while he had the same opportunity 
numerous times daily, yet he missed the opportunity. 
The Chofetz Chaim zt’l (55:1) quotes a Mata Moshe who 
brings a Midrash that a sage saw his dead student in a 
dream. The student had a spot on his forehead. He 
wondered why. The student said that it was a punishment 
for not being careful to avoid speaking when the chazan 
recited kaddish. This was a mark that the student would 
have for eternity! 

 

 

Hashem does so much for us every second of our lives. We have the golden opportunity to praise Hashem 

throughout the day. We should take advantage of the opportunity which brings great rewards. We should not 

allow the yetzer hara to distract us, depriving us from reaping the great rewards and causing us to have a 

blemish for eternity! 

 

(Based on Yalkut Lekach Tov by Rabbi Yaakov Yisroel Beifus) 
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