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THE POWER OF ONE WORD!
PARSHAS TAZRIA/METZORAH
Mr. Cohen was looking to hire a bookkeeper. Yosef Levine responded to the ad in the paper. Yosef
was so impressive at the interview that Mr. Cohen was ready to hire him on the spot. However,
he said that as a formality, he would wait two days before calling him. Yosef was desperate for
the job and was anticipating a positive phone call from Mr. Cohen. Meanwhile Mr. Cohen had
casually mentioned to his sister that he was about to hire a new bookkeeper. “What is his name?”
she asked. When she heard who it was she said, “You don’t want to hire him. He has a reputation
for not being too intelligent”. Mr. Cohen couldn’t believe he made such an error in judgement. He
called Yosef & said that he no longer needed him for the job. Yosef was unable to get a job
because the word got around that Mr. Cohen didn’t want to hire Yosef. People assumed that Mr.
Cohen must have had a good reason for refusing Yosef a job. As a result of the words of Mr.
Cohen’s sister, Yosef could not get a job. Her remarks were baseless gossip and it cost a good and
honest man a job.
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Words can destroy a reputation and a friendship. They can destroy a successful business and a
person’s happiness. We must be as careful with words as we would be if we were holding a bomb!
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