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IS HONESTY REALLY THE BEST POLICY?!
PARSHAS VAYETZEI

There is a very famous folktale about the repercussions of dishonesty. There was a very small village that was known
for producing fine-tasting wine. The king notified them that he would be visiting their village the following month.
The elders of the town arranged to beautify the town square in honor of the occasion. The also placed a huge vat
in the center of the square. They asked each family to pour a bottle of their delicious wine into the vat. They would
serve that wine to the king and the many officials that traveled with him. The taste of their delicious wine would
bring them much honor and possibly a monetary gift from the king. One of the villagers had this thought: “If | pour
a bottle of water in that giant barrel, no one will notice the difference.” He felt that such a small amount of water
wouldn’t be noticeable in the large vat of wine. He was correct. However, the problem was that each villager had
the same thought and acted accordingly. At the banquet honoring the king, the elders put a spout in the vat and
poured a glass of their “delicious wine” for the king. The entire village was embarrassed when the “delicious wine”
turned out to be only water!
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Yaakov had every “right” to be a dishonest employee.
He was working for an evil person who kept trying to
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trick him out of his due wages. Yet, Yaakov did not let
that interfere with how he did his job. He was totally
honest! It was this honesty that saved his life!

This is an important lesson for us all. As employees, we may rationalize, feeling that it’s okay to leave work
early, to take an extra 20 minutes for a lunch break, to make personal calls or play computer games, during
the time that we should be working. We may especially feel that

it’s okay if we feel that the boss has mistreated us or did not give us the bonus that he had promised. We see
from Yaakov, that we must be better than that. Furthermore, our honesty will not be wasted.

Hashem sees our actions and will watch over us, especially because of our honesty.

(based on a dvar Torah by Rabbi Henach Leibowitz zt”l)
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