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One year, there was a class of students who were so unruly that two different teachers got burned-out from
teaching them. One teacher took early retirement and the other decided to permanently stop teaching. This class

was so bad that substitute teachers refused to teach them. The district administrator called a teacher who had
previously applied for a teaching job. She eagerly accepted. The principal decided not to warn the teacher about
the class, afraid that she would be scared off if she heard what she was up against. After the new teacher had
been on the job for a month, the principal sat in on a class. To his amazement, the students were well-behaved
and enthusiastic. After the students had filed out of the classroom, the principal stayed behind to congratulate
the teacher on a job well done. She thanked him but insisted that he deserved the thanks for giving her such a
special class for her first assignment. The principal hemmed and hawed and told her that he really didn't deserve
any thanks. She laughed and told him, "You see, | discovered your little secret on my first day. | looked in the desk
drawer and found the list of the students'IQ scores. "I knew | had a group of exceedingly bright children. I realized
that | would really have to work to make school interesting for them." She slid the drawer open, and the principal
saw the list with the students' names and the numbers 136, 145, 127, 128, and so on written next to the names.
He exclaimed, "Those aren't their 1Q scores--those are their locker numbers!" Too late. The teacher had already
expected the students to be bright and gifted--and they had responded positively to her positive view and her
positive handling of them. (Positive Expectancy by Bill O'Hanlon)

The Midrash Rabbah (Shmos 38:2) death had been placed upon the world due

“This is the matter

discusses the prophet Chabakuk’s that you shall do to the sin of Adam, the first man.

complaint against Hashem. The prophet for them [the - o ) L

caid, “[Hashem], You said that we [the i) o il This discussion is eye-opening! The prophet
! ’ them holy in order Chabakuk felt the Jews are so holy that they
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said that there was no recourse since death
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fitting that someone who is holy should ever die and lived. He lived in the era, right before the destruction
of the First Beis HaMikdash (Temple). He saw the
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Hashem answered that the Jews had to die since that so many sins that they were destined to be exiled by

was already the way of the World. The decree of Nevuchadnetzar,
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the King of Babylonia. At this very “low-point” for the when we sin terribly, our essence Is veTy holy!
Jewish People, Chabkuk still questioned Hashem, Hashem .concurred, that even .at our “low-point”, our
since the Jews are holy, they should never die. Even essence is so holy that, technically, we should never

be removed from this World by dying!

If we can appreciate the powerful holiness of every Jew, we will be more motivated to grow spiritually and
come closer to Hashem. One who knows and values his true potential will strive harder to reach that
wonderful potential.

Based on a dvar Torah by Rabbi Henach Leibowitz zt”I
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Rabbi Yaakov Finestone is the director of JEP Queens. For almost 50 years JEP Queens has been in the forefront of kiruv. JEP has changed the lives of thousands of
Jewish children enrolled in public schools and kiruv schools. Many are shomrei Torah and mitzvos today because of JEP.
To receive these weekly divrei Torah by email, send a request to jepqueens@gmail.com




