
 
 

DON’T TOUCH THE FIRE ON THE STOVE! 
PARSHAS V’ESCHANAN – SHABBOS NACHAMU    

 Two-year-old Tzivia reached for the frying pan of scrambled eggs that was cooking on the 

fire. Her father quickly ran over and gave her hand a slight smack. “Daddy loves me. Why did he 

hit me? Does he not love me anymore?” 

Four-year-old Rafi started running to retrieve his ball that rolled onto the busy street. His 

father quickly ran over and gave his hand a slight smack. “Daddy loves me. Why did he hit me? 

Does he not love me anymore?”  

When Tzivia & Rafi grew older, they 

understood that the light hit did not 

come from anger but from love. 

Both of our Batei Mikdash, Holy 

Temples, were destroyed on the 9th of Av. The 

destructions were devastatingly depressing for the 

Jewish People. They felt forsaken by Hashem. This 

Shabbos, we read the haftorah of nachamu, 

consolation, from the Prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 40:1). It 

is the first of seven consecutive weeks of haftorahs of 

consolation. “Comfort, comfort, My people, says your 

G-D”. Hashem, Himself, will comfort us and bring the 

ultimate redemption. 

Hashem’s love for us is greater than the love of a 

parent for his child. Although we deserved to be 

punished, it pained Hashem greatly to do so. 

However, even when we were punished, Hashem 

showed His love for us. The Midrash Eichah (4:14) 

quotes a pasuk from Tehillim, Psalms (79:1) which 

discusses the destruction of the Temple. It is written: 

“A psalm of Asaf: Hashem, peoples have invaded Your 

inheritance”. Why does the pasuk say that it was a 

psalm, a song? Since it depicts a sad event, shouldn’t 

it have said the weeping of Asaf? The Midrash 

continues that this is analogous to a king who 

prepared a wedding house for his son. He made the 

house very beautiful. Unfortunately, the 

king’s son went astray. Immediately, the 

king went to the wedding house and 

ripped the curtains and broke the poles. 

The son’s mentor was overjoyed at what 

the king had done. He took a reed flute and began 

playing. He was asked, ‘The king overturned his son’s 

wedding house, and you are sitting and playing?!” He 

replied that he was happy that the king had 

overturned his son’s wedding canopy and did not vent 

his anger on his son. Similarly, they said to Asaf, 

“Hashem, blessed be He, destroyed the Sanctuary and 

the Temple, and you are sitting and playing?” Asaf 

replied that he was playing because he was happy that 

Hashem vented His wrath on the wood and stones 

and did not vent His wrath on the Jewish People. 

Three times a year, on Succos, Pesach, and Shavuos, 

the Jews would make a pilgrimage to the Beis 

Hamikdash. The Talmud (Yoma 54A) quotes Rav 

Ketina who says that the kohanim would open the 

curtains to the Holy of Holies, in the Beis HaMikdash. 

They would show the people the keruvim, the two 

golden, childlike figures that were on the cover of the 

holy Aron. Rashi explains that the Jews saw that the 

keruvim were clinging to one another. This 

symbolized the love that Hashem had for the Jewish  

To receive these Divrei Torah: Text the word “PARSHA” to 22828 or email us at jepqueens@gmail.com 

Call 718-544-5213 to Sponsor the Parsha in Memory, in Honor, as a Merit 
 

www.JEPQUEENS.com 
76-01 147 St | Flushing, NY 11367 

 (718) 544-5213 
JEPQueens@gmail.com 
 by Rabbi Yaakov Finestone 

“Comfort, comfort, 

My people, says your 

G-D” (Isaiah 40:1) 

mailto:jepqueens@gmail.com


Rabbi Yaakov Finestone is the director of JEP Queens. For almost 50 years JEP Queens has been in the forefront of kiruv. JEP has changed the lives of thousands of 
Jewish children enrolled in public schools and kiruv schools. Many are shomrei Torah and mitzvos today because of JEP. 

To receive these weekly divrei Torah by email, send a request to jepqueens@gmail.com 

 

 

People. The Talmud (Bava Basra 99A) says that when 

the Jewish People had sinned and were distant from 

Hashem, the keruvim would face away from each 

other. 

The Talmud (Yoma 54B) quotes Resh Lakish who says 

that when the Babylonians entered the First Temple, 

they saw that the keruvim were clinging to each other.  

 

 

 

 

Precisely at the time of the physical destruction, when 

Hashem distanced Himself from His people, He parted 

with an embrace. Hashem was sending us a message- 

I still love you and will always love you! Yes, I must 

destroy the Beis HaMikdash but I have not rejected 

you! My holy Presence is also going into exile, just as 

you are. But I shall return! And I will also bring you 

back! 

 

 

 

We are Hashem’s special nation. Even when Hashem must punish us for our misdeeds,  

He loves us so much! This should be a source of comfort for us. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsored In Memory of: Mindel Adina bat Natan Zvi; Shmuel ben Eliezer Lipa; Shirley Shaindel Yaffa bat Yehuda Shmuel; Hadassah bas Yaakov; Faiga bat Pinchas; Yaakov 

ben Yeshayahu; Gershon ben Hillel; Gita bat Gershon; Rav Chaim Dov Weissmandl ben Rav Yoseph; Shraga Fayvel Leb ben Shmuel Abraham; Moshe ben Yitzchok; Sarah Vital 

bas Avrohom Yitzchok; R’ Yisroel ben R' Yaakov, Zichronam Livracha. 
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